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Summary: Informal economy or grey economy is one of the possible problems which
economy faces and if it is not suppressed or reduced to an acceptable level our country cannot
expect any serious economic development. Taking into account such a point of view, it could
be concluded that the fight against this kind of criminal economy is directly related to the
problem of measures, instruments, and institutions competent for the fight against shadow
economy. Grey economy is a problem that heavily burdens underdeveloped countries. Due to
the reduction of its annual budget revenues by one-third, the Republic of Serbia is fighting
the grey economy to a great extent. The Republic of Serbia’s customs service itself can cause
the grey economy, facilitating irregular import and export of goods, trafficking,
arms/ammunition/drugs smuggling, etc. Customs activities can help in the prevention and
control of import-export irregularities, but this can only be done with the participation of
other government officials. The cooperation between the customs service and other
government bodies such as the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Internal Revenue Service may
significantly affect the reduction of grey economy, the increase of funds’ flow in the budget
and the reduction of unemployment. Scientific and domestic literature in the field of
economic destructions and customs services is rather scarce, and it is with good reason
suggested that scientific and expert studies of this problem both in our country and in the
world are too rare in comparison with the significance of the problem. We are quite sure that
the reading of the results we have presented and analysed in this scientific paper will also
detect the obstacles resulting from them, which could ultimately lead to the comprehensive
state strategy in the fight against grey economy and its transformation into legal flows, where
the customs service would surely find its place. Without an intention for this paper to be the
paper carrying an old seal of some ancient times, the basic motive is to transform this
problem into contemporary flows and to offer as complete information as possible to both
laymen and experts on the role of the customs service in the field of the fight against grey
economy together with the prominent note of interdisciplinary character.
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